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said, was under his thumb. To get anywhere, one had
to get past him, a man insular and prejudiced to a
degree, who disliked all Frenchies, hated the Russians,
and refused to demean himself by attempting to learn
the language of the country to which he was accredited.
De Lesseps soon discovered what he was up against
when he tried to make an independent move. He had
been diplomatic enough to remain quietly for a day
or two in Constantinople sounding useful officials, and
getting their reaction to the Canal scheme, before seek-
ing an interview with the Grand Vizier. And after
a conference of two hours with Reschid Pasha, and
finding him favourably impressed, he was most careful
to point out that he had come as a friend of the Porte,
and not as an agent of the French Government. He
was the agent of the Viceroy of Egypt, and of no one
else.
Of course Lord Stratford de Redcliffe was fully
informed of De Lesseps' arrival and the nature of his
errand, and was determined to render his visit abortive
if he possibly could do so. This became apparent
directly the Vizier broached the subject to him. De
Lesseps realised immediately the necessity for quick
action. The British Ambassador, ready as he was on
occasion to use his independent judgment and consult
his Government afterwards, dare not go too far in such
a grave matter without proper instructions. But he
could, and fully intended to, prevent a decision being
taken before his instructions arrived. It became a race
to secure the Sultan's consent to the concession before
Lord Stratford could influence him against it.
De   Lesseps   moved   quickly.     He   enlisted   the